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CARBONATED

(No second fermentation)
CHARMAT PROCESS

(Pressure tank fermentation)
TRANSFER PROCESS

(Bottle fermentation)
TRADITIONAL METHOD

(Bottle fermentation)

Non varietal Mix of classic and other 

varieties

Usually classic varieties Usually classic varieties

Machine picked grapes Machine picked grapes Hand or machine picked 

grapes

Usually hand picked grapes

Primary fermentation Primary fermentation Primary fermentation Primary fermentation

MLF – No MLF – Yes and no ? On style MLF – usually Yes MLF – Usually Yes

Blending / Stabilisation / 
Filtration

Blending / Stabilisation / 
Filtration

Blending / Stabilisation / 
Filtration

Blending / Stabilisation / 
Filtration

Transfer blend to pressure 
tanks

Transfer blend to pressure 
tanks

Fill blend to bottles Fill blend to bottles

No second fermentation; 
carbon dioxide gas is bubbled 

into the wine in the pressure 
tank

The wine is dosed 

(sweetened) and mixed

Second fermentation occurs 
in pressure tanks

Clarified and transferred 

under pressure to a pressure 
tank where it is dosed and 

mixed

Second fermentation occurs 
in individual bottles

Transfer (under pressure)  

contents of each bottle to a 
pressure tank, where they 

are dosed and mixed

Second fermentation occurs in 
individual bottles

Remuage

Disgorgement and liqueuring

Filtration Filtration Filtration

Bottling Bottling Bottling 

(in a different bottle to that in 
which second fermentation 

occurred)

(Remains in the same bottle in 

which second fermentation 
occurred)

Packaging Packaging Packaging Packaging

DIFFERENT METHODS OF MAKING SPARKLING WINE
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